THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES
on-the shores of the Mediterranean, and not in the neighbouring
country of Gaul. It was the monks of Augustine, despatched by
Gregory the Great in 596, who promoted the movement already
commenced by the Celtic monks of Ireland.1
In the 7th century Saint Theodore of Tarsus and his companion
Adrian enriched the religion which they brought with them by
the Graeco-Roman traditions. A new culture immediately began
to evolve m in the island, a fact which Dawson righdy considers
"the most important event which occurred between the epoch of
'Justinian and that of Charlemagne."2 Among these purely Ger-
manic Anglo-Saxons the Latin culture was introduced suddenly,
together with the Latin religion, and it profited by the enthusiasm
felt for the latter. No sooner were they converted, under the
influence and guidance of Rome, than the Anglo-Saxons turned
their gaze toward the Sacred City. They visited it continually,
bringing back relics and manuscripts. They submitted themselves
to its suggestive influence, and learned its language, which for
them was no vulgar tongue, but a sacred language, invested with
an incomparable prestige. As early as the 7th century there were
men among the Anglo-Saxons, like the Venerable Bede and the
poet Aldhelm, whose learning was truly astonishing as measured
by the standards of Western Europe.
The intellectual reawakening which took place under Charle-
magne must be attributed to the Anglo-Saxon missionaries. Before
them, of course, there were the Irish monks, including the greatest
of all, Saint Columban, the founder of Luxeuil and Bobbio, who
landed in Gaul about 590. They preached asceticism in a time of
religious decadence, but we do not find that they exercised the
slightest literary influence.
. It was quite otherwise with the Anglo-Saxons; their purpose
was to propagate Christianity in Germany, a country for which
the Merovingian Church had done little or nothing. And this
purpose coincided with the policy of the Carolingians; hence the
1	dawson, Les origines de VEurope, ftench translation, p. 208.
2	JWi, p. 213.
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